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The Premise  Learners of French (FOL) as a foreign language will benefit from:

 Exposure to additional native/advanced speakers of the target language  Designed and unexpected intercultural experience during conversational exchanges  Reflection on the exchanges and personal learning strategies  French teacher trainees (MA) will benefit from: In-process FOL comments 1/2

 "I wish we could have made better progress and that the time difference wasn't so inconvenient."

 "It's been fun talking to Céline. We've talked about her life and my life. We used the conversation page in the lesson as a guide to start off the conversations and then we keep talking and she helps me say things in a better way. Our conversation lasted about an hour this time."

 "Again, it would have been nice to know what we were going to talk about ahead of time. Also, I preferred when the conversation was more informal, with general questions about topics we'd recently covered. I've felt like the last few conversations were more like interviews, with the pre-planned list of questions."

 "Although I liked the experience, I felt that I liked working with Prof Jones and Cate better... I think Skype was just too remote of a forum and the personal meetings with them during the week are more helpful, especially when so much of the work is done online."

 "My conversation with Marie (my French partner) was great! We talked about movies and our families and cooking. She's so nice and I really enjoyed getting to talk to her. I'm beginning to understand her a lot better also when she talks faster.."

 "This week our discussion focused on our families. Our discussion was very interesting and by sticking to the lesson plan, we were able to have a more productive discussion."

 "I will miss these meetings now even though at times it was a stress to prepare for meetings. Overall, it was a great program."

Overall opinion on the project -FOL students Questions?





  Students in French Online 1 at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylania, U.S.A.  Students in a Masters program for teachers of French as a foreign language at the UniversitéBlaise Pascal in Clermont-Results and conclusions



  Video: not essential for verbal constraint, once social confidence established and if FOL feel confident enough  Oral: accept silences, check with other modalities their reasons ; control my speed , linguistic difficulties  Textchat: support (vocabulary, recast), correction without oral interruptions, check (tiredness, comprehension, etc.) Try to discover and understand reasons for lack of participation (exam, work overload, ...)  100 % of the students ready to repeat the experience  Training: positive change of the opinion on CMC tools via the project (82 %)  Language learning: importance of the communicative goals for 11 students out of 13  Cultural aspects: contribution of the project seen as insignificant or inexistant (77%) (Collected in the post-questionnaires)

  Generally positive response after MA students emphasized oral communication  Some question whether additional technical challenges are worth the effort  Most wanted alignment with lesson goals as point of departure  Many found the interpersonal component enriching